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I am on a blind date with a woman from New 
York. She is a teacher in a preschool.  She has 

a strong accent and uses baby talk. I can 
hardly understand her. She is interested in 
classical music, literature, languages, and 

education. My interests are jazz, sports, 
astronomy, and fast cars. She belongs to a 

liberal political group. I am a right-wing 
conservative.   

14 
What an 

Experience! 

Indefinite & Definite 

Nouns: A/AN & THE 

Chapter 13 Language Functions: Use Markers before Non-
Identified & Identified Items  

My date wants Chinese or Thai food, but I prefer Italian or 
Greek dishes. We finally pick an American restaurant. I 
order roast beef, rice, broccoli, and a small salad. The 
roast beef is overcooked, the rice is burned, the broccoli is 
too salty, and the salad is wilted. She has a bowl of soup, 
a tiny tough steak, dry mashed potatoes, and green beans. 
The soup has a fly in it, and there is a hair in the green 
beans. The service is slow. The waitresses are rude. The 
customers next to us are loud. The check is unbelievable. 
What do I discover then? I don’t have any credit cards! So 
I borrow some cash from my date. 

After dinner we decide to go to a movie. She likes love 
stories, and I prefer action films, so we choose a comedy. I 
start to pay the cashier at the movie theater, but I drop 
the money in a puddle of water. The cashier is angry about 
the wet bills. Inside the theater, the woman in front of us 
has a large hairdo. I can’t see the screen. But it doesn’t 
matter because the movie isn’t funny. I fall asleep.  

After the movie, we go to the car and find a parking ticket 
on the window. The gas tank is empty. We look for a taxi, 
but the cabs are all full. So I walk her home. At the door 
of her house, I say, “Thank you! What a lovely date!”  

I start to give her a kiss, but I trip on the doormat. So we 
shake hands. She opens the front door. She goes in and 
closes it on my foot. The pain is terrible. I ring the 
doorbell. Her mother answers the door. I wrap a bandage 
around my foot. Then I limp home. It is a very long walk.  
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1. What does the woman do for a 

living? How does she talk?  

She’s   a teacher    a teacher    a teacher    a teacher   in ___________. 

She has _____________________. 

She uses ____________________.  

2. What are the man’s interests?  

He’s interested in _____________, 

____________________________, 

________________________ , and 

____________________________.   

14-A  Here are some choice questions about the story in the Scenario: A Miserable Date on page 177. Answer 

them. **Tell reasons for your answers or give more information.    

14-B  Answer the questions with words and phrases from the Scenario: What an Experience! Write nouns and 

noun phrases on the lines. **Add words of  your own.   

14-A  Answer these questions about the information in the Scenario: What an Experience! on page 177. In the 

spaces, put Y for YES or N for NO. **You can tell reasons for your 

answers or give more information.    

1. Does the man know the 
woman before their date? 

[  NNNN  ]    6. Do they have any 
problems with money? 

[       ]    

2. Do the man and the woman 
have the same interests? 

[       ] 7. Do they both enjoy the 
comedy at the movie 
theater? 

[        ] 

3. Are their political opinions 
similar? 

[       ] 8. Does the man’s car 
cause them any trouble? 

[        ] 

4. Do they agree on their food 
and restaurant 
preferences? 

[       ]    9. Does the date have a 
happy ending at the 
woman’s house? 

[        ] 

5. Are they satisfied with the 
food and service at the 
restaurant? 

[       ]    10. Will they go out on 
another date? What’s 
your opinion?** 

[        ] 

 Baby like computer 
disky wisky? Dat 
so cutsy wootsy. 
Goo Goo Da Da 
Wadda Baby 
waby . . . . Goo . . . 
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5. What goes wrong at the theater? 

The man drops ______________ in 

______________. ______________ 

is angry about ________________.

The woman in front of the couple 

has ____________________, so he 

can’t see ___________________.  

6. What transportation problems 

does the couple have? 

They find __________________ on 

the car window. _______________ 

is empty. They look for _________, 

but _________________ are all full.  

  

3. How is the restaurant bad? 

  The food     The food     The food     The food    is terrible, __________  

is slow, ______________________ 

are unfriendly, and _____________ 

_________________ are loud. ____ 

_______________ is unbelievable.  

4. Why do they choose a comedy?  

Because the woman likes _______ 

__________________, but the man 

prefers ______________________. 

But ______________________ isn’t 

funny.  

7.  What happens at her house? 

He starts to give her ___________, 

but he trips on ________________. 

She goes in the house and closes 

____________ on his foot. ______ 

____________ is terrible. He wraps 

____________ around it and limps 

home. It is ___________________. 

I hate 
this job. ! 

My ex is 
such a jerk! 
Let me tell 
another 
story . . . 

So here’s 
another 

joke! Ha, ha!  
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INDEFINITE (UNIDENTIFIED) & DEFINITE 

(IDENTIFIED) NOUNS IN SENTENCES 
IIIINDEFINITENDEFINITENDEFINITENDEFINITE    NOUNSNOUNSNOUNSNOUNS    AREAREAREARE    NOTNOTNOTNOT    YETYETYETYET    IDENTIFIEDIDENTIFIEDIDENTIFIEDIDENTIFIED. T. T. T. THEYHEYHEYHEY    CANCANCANCAN    BEBEBEBE    THETHETHETHE    SUSUSUSUBJECTSBJECTSBJECTSBJECTS    OFOFOFOF    

SENTENCESSENTENCESSENTENCESSENTENCES    WITHWITHWITHWITH    THERE ITHERE ITHERE ITHERE IS /S /S /S /AREAREAREARE    ANDANDANDAND    OTHEROTHEROTHEROTHER    SENTENCESSENTENCESSENTENCESSENTENCES. A . A . A . A SINGULARSINGULARSINGULARSINGULAR    INDEFINITEINDEFINITEINDEFINITEINDEFINITE    

NOUNNOUNNOUNNOUN    FOLLOWSFOLLOWSFOLLOWSFOLLOWS    A/ANA/ANA/ANA/AN    OROROROR    ONE. ONE. ONE. ONE. AAAANNNN    INDEFINITEINDEFINITEINDEFINITEINDEFINITE    PLURALPLURALPLURALPLURAL    NOUNNOUNNOUNNOUN    CANCANCANCAN    COMECOMECOMECOME    AFTERAFTERAFTERAFTER    AAAA    

NUMBERNUMBERNUMBERNUMBER. A. A. A. ANNNN    INDEFINITEINDEFINITEINDEFINITEINDEFINITE    PLURALPLURALPLURALPLURAL    OROROROR    UNCOUNTABLEUNCOUNTABLEUNCOUNTABLEUNCOUNTABLE    NOUNNOUNNOUNNOUN    NEEDSNEEDSNEEDSNEEDS    NONONONO    MARKERMARKERMARKERMARKER, , , , BUTBUTBUTBUT    ITITITIT    

CACACACANNNN    FOLLOWFOLLOWFOLLOWFOLLOW    AAAA    QUANTITYQUANTITYQUANTITYQUANTITY    WORDWORDWORDWORD    OROROROR    PHRPHRPHRPHRASEASEASEASE.  .  .  .      

A A A A DEFINITEDEFINITEDEFINITEDEFINITE    NOUNNOUNNOUNNOUN    ISISISIS    IDENTIFIEDIDENTIFIEDIDENTIFIEDIDENTIFIED. I. I. I. ITTTT    CANCANCANCAN    BEBEBEBE    THETHETHETHE    SUBJECTSUBJECTSUBJECTSUBJECT    OFOFOFOF    AAAA    SENTENCESENTENCESENTENCESENTENCE    WITHOUTWITHOUTWITHOUTWITHOUT    

THERE ITHERE ITHERE ITHERE IS /S /S /S /AREAREAREARE.  I.  I.  I.  ITTTT    CANCANCANCAN    COMECOMECOMECOME    AFTERAFTERAFTERAFTER    THETHETHETHE    WORDWORDWORDWORD    THISTHISTHISTHIS, , , , THESETHESETHESETHESE, , , , THATTHATTHATTHAT, , , , OROROROR    THOSETHOSETHOSETHOSE    

OROROROR    AAAA    POSSESSIVEPOSSESSIVEPOSSESSIVEPOSSESSIVE    NOUNNOUNNOUNNOUN    OROROROR    ADJECTIVEADJECTIVEADJECTIVEADJECTIVE. M. M. M. MOSTOSTOSTOST    OFTENOFTENOFTENOFTEN, , , , AAAA    DEFINITEDEFINITEDEFINITEDEFINITE    NOUNNOUNNOUNNOUN    FOLLOFOLLOFOLLOFOLLOWWWWSSSS    THETHETHETHE.  .  .  .      

BBBBOTHOTHOTHOTH    INDEFINITEINDEFINITEINDEFINITEINDEFINITE    ANDANDANDAND    DEFINIDEFINIDEFINIDEFINITETETETE    NOUNSNOUNSNOUNSNOUNS    CANCANCANCAN    BEBEBEBE    OBJECTSOBJECTSOBJECTSOBJECTS    OFOFOFOF    VERBSVERBSVERBSVERBS    ANDANDANDAND    PREPOSITIONSPREPOSITIONSPREPOSITIONSPREPOSITIONS. . . .     

 THERE  
IS /ARE SUBJECT VERB 

(+ PREPOSITION) 

NOUN-PHRASE 
OBJECT (OR ADJ.) 

ADVERB 
(PHRASE) 

 
 
 
 

There’s 
There are 

a story 
 pictures 

  on page 177.   
with the story.    

 A couple 
They 

The woman 

goes on  
don’t have 

wants 

a blind date.  
 any interests 
 Chinese food.  

 
in common.  

 IS / ARE / 
DO(ES)  

THERE  SUBJECT VERB 
(+ PREPOSITION) 

NOUN-PHRASE 
OBJECT (OR ADJ.) 

ADVERB 
(PHRASE) 

 
 
 
 

Is 
Aren’t 

there 
there 

a menu  
any waiters 

on the table? 
in this restaurant? 

Is 
Does 
Does 

 your salad 
that guy 

his date  

 
have 

pay for  

all right? 
any credit cards 
her own dinner? 

 
with him? 

 

GrammarGrammarGrammarGrammar     

********Grammar: Recognizing Indefinite NounsGrammar: Recognizing Indefinite NounsGrammar: Recognizing Indefinite NounsGrammar: Recognizing Indefinite Nouns    
Indefinite nounsIndefinite nounsIndefinite nounsIndefinite nouns are words or phrases for unidentified items. There are two kinds. are words or phrases for unidentified items. There are two kinds. are words or phrases for unidentified items. There are two kinds. are words or phrases for unidentified items. There are two kinds.    

In phIn phIn phIn phrases with general meaning, the idea of “any” or “all” is understood. For example: rases with general meaning, the idea of “any” or “all” is understood. For example: rases with general meaning, the idea of “any” or “all” is understood. For example: rases with general meaning, the idea of “any” or “all” is understood. For example:     
A  blindA  blindA  blindA  blind  date  is   date  is   date  is   date  is aaaa  social  meeting  betwe  social  meeting  betwe  social  meeting  betwe  social  meeting  between  strangers .  People  sometimes arrange blind dates  for en  strangers .  People  sometimes arrange blind dates  for en  strangers .  People  sometimes arrange blind dates  for en  strangers .  People  sometimes arrange blind dates  for singlesinglesinglesingle  friends .  friends .  friends .  friends .    

((((AnAnAnAnyyyy  blind date =  blind date =  blind date =  blind date = ananananyyyy  social meeting between  social meeting between  social meeting between  social meeting between ananananyyyy    sssstrangers.  trangers.  trangers.  trangers.  AlAlAlAlllll people can arrange them fo people can arrange them fo people can arrange them fo people can arrange them forrrr    any and alany and alany and alany and alllll  single friends.)  single friends.)  single friends.)  single friends.)     

***OccasionallyOccasionallyOccasionallyOccasionally,,,,    ththththeeee  can come before a noun with genera can come before a noun with genera can come before a noun with genera can come before a noun with general meaning, as in:l meaning, as in:l meaning, as in:l meaning, as in:    
    Do you prefer life in Do you prefer life in Do you prefer life in Do you prefer life in the bigthe bigthe bigthe big  city  or   city  or   city  or   city  or thethethethe   suburbs ?     suburbs ?     suburbs ?     suburbs ?  (These phrases mean (These phrases mean (These phrases mean (These phrases mean any or alany or alany or alany or alllll    big cities or suburbabig cities or suburbabig cities or suburbabig cities or suburban areas.) n areas.) n areas.) n areas.)             

In other phrases, an indefinite noun names a particular item, but listeners or readers In other phrases, an indefinite noun names a particular item, but listeners or readers In other phrases, an indefinite noun names a particular item, but listeners or readers In other phrases, an indefinite noun names a particular item, but listeners or readers 
can’t yet answer the questiocan’t yet answer the questiocan’t yet answer the questiocan’t yet answer the question “Which one?’” or “Which ones?” or “Which uncountable n “Which one?’” or “Which ones?” or “Which uncountable n “Which one?’” or “Which ones?” or “Which uncountable n “Which one?’” or “Which ones?” or “Which uncountable 

noun is it?” For example: noun is it?” For example: noun is it?” For example: noun is it?” For example:     

We finally pick We finally pick We finally pick We finally pick anananan    AmericanAmericanAmericanAmerican  restaurant .  I o  restaurant .  I o  restaurant .  I o  restaurant .  I order  roast   beef  , rice  , broccoli  , and a small  salad  .  She has rder  roast   beef  , rice  , broccoli  , and a small  salad  .  She has rder  roast   beef  , rice  , broccoli  , and a small  salad  .  She has rder  roast   beef  , rice  , broccoli  , and a small  salad  .  She has aaaa   steak     steak     steak     steak  
with  mashed   potatoes  and   beans  .  with  mashed   potatoes  and   beans  .  with  mashed   potatoes  and   beans  .  with  mashed   potatoes  and   beans  .  (Th(Th(Th(These sentences mention ese sentences mention ese sentences mention ese sentences mention an American restaurant an American restaurant an American restaurant an American restaurant and some kinds of food for the and some kinds of food for the and some kinds of food for the and some kinds of food for the 

first time.  Listeners or readers don’t yet know anyfirst time.  Listeners or readers don’t yet know anyfirst time.  Listeners or readers don’t yet know anyfirst time.  Listeners or readers don’t yet know anything about them.)thing about them.)thing about them.)thing about them.)    
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********Grammar: Grammar: Grammar: Grammar: 
Recognizing Definite Recognizing Definite Recognizing Definite Recognizing Definite 

NounsNounsNounsNouns    
Definite nounsDefinite nounsDefinite nounsDefinite nouns are words or phrases  are words or phrases  are words or phrases  are words or phrases 

for identified items. Speakers, for identified items. Speakers, for identified items. Speakers, for identified items. Speakers, 
writers, listeners, anwriters, listeners, anwriters, listeners, anwriters, listeners, and/d/d/d/or readers or readers or readers or readers 

already have some information about already have some information about already have some information about already have some information about 
definite nouns. They can get this definite nouns. They can get this definite nouns. They can get this definite nouns. They can get this 

knowledge in several ways:  knowledge in several ways:  knowledge in several ways:  knowledge in several ways:      

Some nouns are iSome nouns are iSome nouns are iSome nouns are introduced ntroduced ntroduced ntroduced 
(mentioned) earlier. In these (mentioned) earlier. In these (mentioned) earlier. In these (mentioned) earlier. In these 

examples there are jagged circles examples there are jagged circles examples there are jagged circles examples there are jagged circles 
around the identified nouns:  around the identified nouns:  around the identified nouns:  around the identified nouns:      

    We pick We pick We pick We pick an Americanan Americanan Americanan American            restaurant   with restaurant   with restaurant   with restaurant   with cheapcheapcheapcheap    
food   .  food   .  food   .  food   .  TheTheTheThe    restaurant      is downtown.               restaurant      is downtown.               restaurant      is downtown.               restaurant      is downtown.           

TheTheTheThe   food    is terrible.     food    is terrible.     food    is terrible.     food    is terrible.  ((((Which restaurant? TWhich restaurant? TWhich restaurant? TWhich restaurant? The he he he 
American restaurant downtownAmerican restaurant downtownAmerican restaurant downtownAmerican restaurant downtown————the one we pick. the one we pick. the one we pick. the one we pick. 

Which food? The food in that restaurant.Which food? The food in that restaurant.Which food? The food in that restaurant.Which food? The food in that restaurant.))))    

************Can a pronoun like Can a pronoun like Can a pronoun like Can a pronoun like he, him, she, he, him, she, he, him, she, he, him, she, 
her, it, they, her, it, they, her, it, they, her, it, they, etc. replace a noun?  etc. replace a noun?  etc. replace a noun?  etc. replace a noun?  

Then the noun is identified. Or do Then the noun is identified. Or do Then the noun is identified. Or do Then the noun is identified. Or do 
different words name things  different words name things  different words name things  different words name things  

mentioned before? Then theymentioned before? Then theymentioned before? Then theymentioned before? Then they are  are  are  are 
identified too. Here are examples: identified too. Here are examples: identified too. Here are examples: identified too. Here are examples:     

    I’m on I’m on I’m on I’m on a blinda blinda blinda blind   date  with    date  with    date  with    date  with aaaa   woman   from New    woman   from New    woman   from New    woman   from New 
York.  York.  York.  York.  TheTheTheThe    woman       woman       woman       woman   ( = She)( = She)( = She)( = She) is  is  is  is aaaa         teacher   in  teacher   in  teacher   in  teacher   in a a a a 

preschool .  preschool .  preschool .  preschool .  TheTheTheThe     school         school         school         school    ( = It)( = It)( = It)( = It) is for  is for  is for  is for very youngvery youngvery youngvery young    
children .   children .   children .   children .   MyMyMyMy    date        date        date        date    ( =The woman = She)( =The woman = She)( =The woman = She)( =The woman = She) wants   wants   wants   wants  

ChineseChineseChineseChinese   food  at    food  at    food  at    food  at an expensivean expensivean expensivean expensive  café  .                   café  .                   café  .                   café  .                 
TheTheTheThe     restaurant          restaurant          restaurant          restaurant     ( = The expensive café   = It ) ( = The expensive café   = It ) ( = The expensive café   = It ) ( = The expensive café   = It ) is is is is 

on Broadway. on Broadway. on Broadway. on Broadway. She wants She wants She wants She wants thethethethe     dim sum         dim sum         dim sum         dim sum    ( = the ( = the ( = the ( = the 
Chinese food she wants). Chinese food she wants). Chinese food she wants). Chinese food she wants).     

Some definite nouns need no Some definite nouns need no Some definite nouns need no Some definite nouns need no 
identification in sentences because identification in sentences because identification in sentences because identification in sentences because 
there is onlthere is onlthere is onlthere is onlyyyy    ononononeeee  of that thing of that thing of that thing of that thing————or or or or 

the items are clear from the the items are clear from the the items are clear from the the items are clear from the 
situation. For example: situation. For example: situation. For example: situation. For example:     

 We don’t want  We don’t want  We don’t want  We don’t want thatthatthatthat   table       table       table       table    (The spe(The spe(The spe(The speaker points aker points aker points aker points 
to it.) to it.) to it.) to it.) because it’s dirty.  because it’s dirty.  because it’s dirty.  because it’s dirty.  TheseTheseTheseThese    menus                 menus                 menus                 menus             

(The speaker is holding them.) (The speaker is holding them.) (The speaker is holding them.) (The speaker is holding them.) are dirty too.  Where are dirty too.  Where are dirty too.  Where are dirty too.  Where 
are   are   are   are   aaaall thell thell thell the    waiters   ?      waiters   ?      waiters   ?      waiters   ?  ( = the servers on duty ) ( = the servers on duty ) ( = the servers on duty ) ( = the servers on duty ) 
Are they in Are they in Are they in Are they in thethethethe    kitchen    ?       kitchen    ?       kitchen    ?       kitchen    ?   (The restaurant has (The restaurant has (The restaurant has (The restaurant has 
only one kitchen. )  only one kitchen. )  only one kitchen. )  only one kitchen. )  How How How How about about about about the fourthe fourthe fourthe four    tables         tables         tables         tables     

outside outside outside outside ( Which tables? The four tables outside the ( Which tables? The four tables outside the ( Which tables? The four tables outside the ( Which tables? The four tables outside the 
restaurant. ) restaurant. ) restaurant. ) restaurant. ) The    sun    is shining. The    sun    is shining. The    sun    is shining. The    sun    is shining. (Which (Which (Which (Which sun? sun? sun? sun? 

There’s only one.) There’s only one.) There’s only one.) There’s only one.)     

*14-D  On the lines before the 

singular non-specific nouns, write a 

or an.  Put X (for no word) before 

the non-specific plural and 

uncountable nouns and noun 

phrases.  Write the before the 

specific nouns—the nouns already 

identified in the story.  

What an Experience! 

I am on 1   a    a    a    a   blind date with 2 _______  

woman from New York. She has 3 ______   

strong accent and uses 4   X    X    X    X     baby 

talk. She is interested in 5 __________  

classical music, 6 __________ literature,  

7 _________ languages, and 8 _________ 

education. My interests are 9 _________  

jazz, 10 _________  sports, 11 __________  

astronomy, and 12 _________  fast cars. 

14-C  In the Scenario: What 

an Experience!  on 

page 177, put smooth circles 

around the indefinite (unidentified) 

noun phrases. Put jagged circles 

around those noun phrases  that 

are definite (identified). EEEEXAMPLESXAMPLESXAMPLESXAMPLES: : : :     

I am on a blind date with a woman from New York. 

She is a teacher in a preschool. She has a strong 

accent and uses baby talk. She is interested in . . 

. . . I order roast beef , rice , broccoli , and a 

small salad . The roast beef  is overcooked, the 

rice  is burned, the broccoli  is too salty, and 

the salad  is wilted. . . . 
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She belongs to 13 _________ liberal political group. I am 14  _________   right-

wing conservative. In 15 ________ other words, we have nothing in common.    

          My date wants 16   X    X    X    X   Chinese or Thai food, but I prefer 17 _________  

Italian or Greek dishes. We finally pick 18 ________  American restaurant on 

19 _________ busy city street.  I order 20 ________  roast beef with 21 ________  

gravy, 22 ________ baked potato, 23 ________ vegetables, and 24 __________  

small salad. But 25 __________ beef is overcooked, 26 ___________ potato is 

burned, 27 __________ vegetables are too salty, and 28 ___________ salad is 

wilted. She has 29 __________ bowl of 30 ___________ soup, 31 _________ tiny 

tough steak, 32 ___________ dry mashed potatoes, and 33 ___________ green 

beans. 34 _________ soup has 35 _________ fly in it, and there is 36 ________  

hair in 37 ___________  beans. 38 ___________ service is slow. 39 _________ 

waiters are rude. 40 __________ customers at 41 _________ next table are 

loud. How can 42 ___________ check be so high? It’s unbelievable! What do I 

discover then? I don’t have 43 __________ cash on me. And I don’t have 44 

________ credit cards. So I borrow 45 ________ money from my date.  

          After 46 ___________ dinner we decide to go to 47 ____________  movie. 

She likes 48 ___________ love stories, but I prefer 49 __________ action films, 

so we choose 50 __________ comedy.  I start to pay 51 ___________  cashier 

at 52 _________ movie theater, but I drop 53 _________  money in 54 _________  

puddle of 55 ________ water.  56 ________ cashier is angry about 57 _________  

wet bills.  Inside 58 _________ theater, 59 ________ woman in front of us has 

60 _________ large hairdo, so I can’t see 61 _________ screen.  But so what? 

62 _______________ movie isn’t funny, anyway.            

I can’t buy 63 _____________ popcorn because   

64 __________ line in 65 ____________ lobby is 

too long. My date is enjoying 66 ____________  

humor of 67 ______________ funny parts, so I 

don’t say anything. I just fall asleep.  
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          After 68 __________ movie, we go to 

69 __________ car and find 70 _________  

parking ticket on 71 ___________ front 

window. I have to pay 72 ___________ big 

fine next week. 73 _________ gas tank is 

empty too. We look for 74 ___________  

taxi but 75 ___________  cabs are all full. 

So I walk her home.  

          At 76 _________  door of her house, 

I start to give her 77 ___________  kiss, 

but I trip on 78 _____________ doormat.  

79 _____________ pain is terrible.  I ring  

80 _____________ doorbell. Her mother 

answers 81 ______________ door. I wrap 

82 ___________ bandage 

on my foot. Then I limp 

home. It is 83 ___________  

very long walk.  

          84 _______________ next day, I call 

85 ____________ woman from New York.   

86 _____________ phone rings several 

times. Then 87 ___________ voice says, 

“Hello?” I . . . . 

********Vocabulary: Markers Vocabulary: Markers Vocabulary: Markers Vocabulary: Markers 
Before Indefinite & Before Indefinite & Before Indefinite & Before Indefinite & 

Definite NounsDefinite NounsDefinite NounsDefinite Nouns    
 Markers for indefinite nouns are  Markers for indefinite nouns are  Markers for indefinite nouns are  Markers for indefinite nouns are aaaa////

anananan, numbers, and quantity , numbers, and quantity , numbers, and quantity , numbers, and quantity 
expressions. Possessive forms and expressions. Possessive forms and expressions. Possessive forms and expressions. Possessive forms and 

the words the words the words the words the, this, that, these, the, this, that, these, the, this, that, these, the, this, that, these, 
and and and and thosethosethosethose are markers for definite  are markers for definite  are markers for definite  are markers for definite 

(identified) nouns. How d(identified) nouns. How d(identified) nouns. How d(identified) nouns. How do speakers o speakers o speakers o speakers 
or writers decide on appropriate or writers decide on appropriate or writers decide on appropriate or writers decide on appropriate 
markers for noun phrases? They markers for noun phrases? They markers for noun phrases? They markers for noun phrases? They 

answer these questions and choose answer these questions and choose answer these questions and choose answer these questions and choose 
from the given wordfrom the given wordfrom the given wordfrom the given words or phrases.    s or phrases.    s or phrases.    s or phrases.        
Which particular item(s) are you talking about? Which particular item(s) are you talking about? Which particular item(s) are you talking about? Which particular item(s) are you talking about? 

Do listeners or readers know?Do listeners or readers know?Do listeners or readers know?Do listeners or readers know?                    

NNNNOOOO    
Singular?Singular?Singular?Singular?    Plural?Plural?Plural?Plural?    Uncountable?Uncountable?Uncountable?Uncountable?    

Use a Use a Use a Use a 
possessive possessive possessive possessive 
form form form form OROROROR    

For For For For 
emphasis emphasis emphasis emphasis 

only,  only,  only,  only,  
use the use the use the use the 
number number number number 

oneoneoneone        
OR  OR  OR  OR      

Use a Use a Use a Use a 
numbernumbernumbernumber    

OROROROR    

    

this, thatthis, thatthis, thatthis, that, , , , 
these,these,these,these, or  or  or  or 
those those those those     
OROROROR    

a quantity a quantity a quantity a quantity 
expression expression expression expression 

OR OR OR OR     

Use a Use a Use a Use a 
quantity quantity quantity quantity 

expression expression expression expression     
OR OR OR OR     

the.the.the.the.        aaaa    oooor r r r an.an.an.an.    XXXX    
(no marker)(no marker)(no marker)(no marker)    

XXXX    
(no marker)(no marker)(no marker)(no marker)    

 Y Y Y YESESESES                

************Are you talking about an item or items in Are you talking about an item or items in Are you talking about an item or items in Are you talking about an item or items in 
generalgeneralgeneralgeneral————not a particular thing or things?not a particular thing or things?not a particular thing or things?not a particular thing or things?    

YYYYESESESES        NNNNOOOO    
Singular? Singular? Singular? Singular?     Plural?Plural?Plural?Plural?    Uncountable?Uncountable?Uncountable?Uncountable?    

UsUsUsUseeee        

aaaa    oooor r r r anananan    

Don’t Don’t Don’t Don’t 
use a  use a  use a  use a  

marker. marker. marker. marker. 
( X )( X )( X )( X )    

Don’t       Don’t       Don’t       Don’t       
use a  use a  use a  use a  

marker.   marker.   marker.   marker.   
( X )( X )( X )( X )    

    
Follow the Follow the Follow the Follow the 
above rules above rules above rules above rules 

for a for a for a for a 
particular particular particular particular 
item or item or item or item or 
items.items.items.items.    

Before an indefinite singular noun, Before an indefinite singular noun, Before an indefinite singular noun, Before an indefinite singular noun, 
the word the word the word the word aaaannnn  combines with the  combines with the  combines with the  combines with the 

adjectivadjectivadjectivadjectiveeee    otherotherotherother, as in: , as in: , as in: , as in: Will they go Will they go Will they go Will they go 
on on on on anotheranotheranotheranother  date ?   date ?   date ?   date ?         

************TTTThe rules for general, definite, he rules for general, definite, he rules for general, definite, he rules for general, definite, 
and indefinite nouns do not apply and indefinite nouns do not apply and indefinite nouns do not apply and indefinite nouns do not apply 
to capitalized names of particular to capitalized names of particular to capitalized names of particular to capitalized names of particular 

people, places, calendar tipeople, places, calendar tipeople, places, calendar tipeople, places, calendar times, mes, mes, mes, 
etc.etc.etc.etc.————like like like like Mr. Stern, Mars, the Mr. Stern, Mars, the Mr. Stern, Mars, the Mr. Stern, Mars, the 

Middle East, Ocean Avenue, April, Middle East, Ocean Avenue, April, Middle East, Ocean Avenue, April, Middle East, Ocean Avenue, April, 
Saturday,Saturday,Saturday,Saturday, and so on. and so on. and so on. and so on.    

***14-D  In your own words, 

continue the story. Use different 

kinds of  nouns—countable and 

uncountable, non-specific and 

specific—without and with noun 

markers. How does the story end? 

Use your own ideas.  


